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1 . USG IS STILL IN EARLY STAGE OF PROCESS OF EXAMINING 
RANGE OF POSSIBLE US INITIATIVES AT SSOD. WHILE NO 
REASONABLE POSSIBILITIES ARE BEING EXCLUDED, WE HAVE 
NOT YET DETERMINED WHICH POTENTIAL INITIATIVES MERIT 
GOVERNMENT-WIDE REVIEW AS LIKELY PROSPECTS. 

2. CANADIANS HAVE INFORMALLY DISCUSSED THEIR VIEUS WITH 
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US ON CUT-OFF AND SECURITY ASSURANCES. WHILE EXPRESSING 
UNDERSTANDING OF THEIR OBJECTIVES, WE HAVE BEEN NON- 
COMMITTAL ABOUT THE US POSITION IN VIEW OF THE STATE OF 
OUR PREPARATIONS. WITH REGARD TO CUT-OFF, AS HMG IS 
AWARE, THE USG MADE A PROPOSAL IN 1963 IN WHICH IT ASKED 
THE SOVIETS TO JOIN US IN CUTTING OFF THE PRODUCTION OF 
FISSIONABLE MATERIALS FOR WEAPONS PURPOSES UNDER ADEQUATELY 
VERIFIED CONDITIONS AND THE TRANSFER OF A QUANTITY OF 
FISSIONABLE MATERIAL TO PURPOSES OTHER THAN USE IH NUCLEAR 
WEAPONS. THE US SUBMITTED A FORMAL PROPOSAL TO THE ENDC 
ON AUGUST 14, 1963. US SPOKESMEN SUBSEQUENTLY URGED 
ADOPTION OF THIS PROPOSAL ON SEVERAL OCCASION, MOST 

RECENTLY IN 1971 BY THE US PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE TO 
THE UN BUT THE SOVIETS HAVE CONTINUED TO REJECT IT. 

ALTHOUGH THE US MADE NO FURTHER EFFORTS TO PROMOTE THE 
CUT-OFF AND TRANSFER PROPOSAL, IT HAS NEVER BEEN 
OFFICIALLY WITHDRAWN. 

THE UK MAY ASSUME THAT IN THE LIGHT OF CURRENT CIRCUM- 
STANCES THE US WILL WISH TO REVIEW ITS POSITION ON CUT- 
OFF LOOKING AT SUCH FACTORS AS VERIFICATION REQUIREMENTS, 
WEAPONS REQUIREMENTS, AND THE RELATIONSHIP TO NON-PROLIFERA- 
TION OBJECTIVES, AND WILL CONVEY ITS VIEWS TO THE CANADIANS 
UPON COMPLETION OF THAT REVIEW. 
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3. EMBASSY MAY DRAW ON THE ABOVE IN RESPONDING TO HMG 
DEMARCHE. YOU MAY ASSURE BRITISH THAT IN REVIEWING ITS 
POSITION ON ISSUES LIKELY TO ARISE AT THE SSOD, USG WILL 
GIVE CAREFUL CONSIDERATION TO UK VIEWS ON THIS AND OTHER 
ISSUES AND WILL CONSULT CLOSELY ON ANY INITIATIVES WE MAY 
DECIDE TO PUT FORWARD. CHRISTOPHER 
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